What to do when
someone dies
Registering a death

An easy read guide

What to do when someone dies
These booklets are about things you need to do when
someone dies.
There are 4 booklets in total:
• What to do when someone dies
• Registering a death
• People you should tell
• Arranging a funeral

Registering a death
You must register a death
within 5 days.
This is the law.

You will need to make an
appointment at a Register
Office. It’s best to use one in
the area of where your loved
one died.

You need to take the papers
that the Doctor or hospital
gave you that says what your
loved one died of.
This is the cause of death.
It helps if you take their birth
certificate and NHS medical
card or number.
If your loved one was
married take their marriage
certificate with you.

You will have to tell the Registrar:
• Your loved ones full
name and other names
they might have had. For
example the name they
had before they were
married.
• Their date of birth and
where they were born.
• Their address.
• The date they died and
where they died.
• Their occupation. This is
what they did for a job.
• If they were getting any
benefits or state pensions.
• The name of their
husband or wife if they
were married.

When you have told the
Registrar everything they
need to know they will give
you:

A Certificate for Burial or
Cremation. This is known as
the Green Form.
A Certificate for Registration
of Death. This is form BD8.
You should fill this in and
send it off if your loved one
was receiving benefits or a
state pension.

A Death Certificate. You will
have to pay for this.
It’s a good idea to pay for a
few as places like banks and
building societies will need to
see them.
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